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I am privileged to have as my Bar Mitzva Sedra the Torah portion known as Vayerow.
In this Torah portion we learn about many of the trials and tribulations of the

world's first Jew - our Patriarch Abraham.

This Sedra opens with Abraham sitting at the entrance of his temt, in the heat of

the day, waiting to greet any wayfarers who might be traveling in his vicinity. It

is from Abraham that we learn the proper way to fulfill the great mitzva of Hachnesas
Orcheem, the welcoming of strangers and travelers by a community. And in many Jewish
communities throughout the world this Sabbath is especially dedicated to those individuals
who give special heed to this mitzva and see to it that strangers in our midst are

properly received.

Our Rabbis tell us that G-d had made this day especially hot because of his concern
‘for Abraham. At the end of last week's Torah portion we learned how G-d had commanded
Abraham to circumsize himself and his household. This day, our Rabbis tell us, was
the third day after the operation when Abraham's pain was most acute. G-d had made
the day especially hot so that Abraham would realize that no traveler in his right
mind would be out on a day like this and Abraham would remain in bed. Because of
Abrahams' intense:concern for others the intense heat produced the opposite effect.
Abraham resolved that because the heat was so intense he should more than ever remain
in it to welcome strangers becamse if a stranger did miscalculate and was caught in
it he would doubly need lodging and food. Such was Abraham's wonderful feeling of

responsibility for his fellow man.

This Sedra opens with the words Vayaerow Arlov Adonai - and G-d appeared to him.

G-d appeared to Abraham as he was sitting in the heat of the day. From this verse
our Rabbis learn the importance of visiting the sick. One of Judaism's basic ideals
is Imitatio Dei, the duty of imitating G-d's ways of loving kiﬂdness and pity. This
.importance of visiting the sick is doubly emphasized when we examine the text and

find that G-d revealed nothing to Abraham at this time. He just came to see him.
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But more noteworthy than G-d's appearance is what Abraham did during it. Immediately
after G-d appeared to Abraham, Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw three strangers
approaching. He immediately left G-d's presence with the words, Adonai Eem Noh
Mohtzohsi Chain Bainehcho Al Noh Taaver Mayal Ahvdehcho, O lord please if I have
found favor in your eyes please don't leave your servant, and proceeded to help the

strangers.

In other words, Abraham told G-d to wait while he took care of the needs of his

fellow human beings. This at first glance seems remarkable but a closer look reveals
that Abraham was merely féllowing one of Judaism's fundamwental téachings - the best
way to honor G-~d is to honor one's feldtow man. Later on in my Bar Mitzva Sedra we
learn how Abraham carried this principle even further with G-d himself in order to
save the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham's unquestioned belief in G-d
(which he proved beyond a doubt ag;in in my Bar Mitzva Sedra by his willingness to
sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac) coupled with his deep conviction that G-d can only
be served by righteous conduct are and have been the cornerstomes of Judaism since
Abraham proclaimed Judaism to the world. It is my fervent prayer :ﬁat I will remember

Abraham's deep concern for others and practise this same concern throughout my life.

At this time I would like to thank my parents for the devoted love and affection
they have showered on me and my wonderful grandparents for the warmth and advise
they have given me. I only hope that I can give them all the Naches they deserve.
I also would like to thank my Bar Mitzva teacher, Rabbi Radinsky. I also want to

welcome all my friends and relatives who have come to celebrate this Simcha: with

me. I only hope and pray that I will grow up to be a worthy son of Israel.




